
Child Find 
Frequently Asked Questions:  

What is Child Find?  

Child find is a component of the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA) that requires states to identify, locate, 

and evaluate children with disabilities, regardless of the 

severity of their disabilities, who may be in need of special 

education services. The school district has a process for 

screening 3-5 year olds who are not enrolled in a public school 

program.  

What areas are assessed at Child Find?  

Vision and Hearing, Cognitive Skills, Communication,  

Adaptive Skills, Physical Development, and Social-Emotional 

Skills  

What is the process for Child Find?  

Anyone may make a referral for screening by calling the 

Preschool Child Find Secretary at 803-641-2428. The process is 

as follows:  

1. Referral  

2. The child find secretary schedules a screening 

appointment.  

3. The child participates in the screening of all areas of 

development.  

What are possible outcomes of the screening?  

 No further recommendations.  

 Rescreen  

 Observe in classroom setting  

 Request records (therapy, medical, etc.) 

 Referral for vision or hearing evaluation.  

 Referral for a comprehensive evaluation.  

What happens if a referral is made for a 

comprehensive evaluation?  

Within 2 weeks, the file is processed and given to the Child 

Find team. The Child Find team contacts the parent and 

schedules an evaluation planning meeting at a mutually 

agreed upon time/date/location. Once parental consent is 

given, the evaluation must be completed within 60 days.  

If my child is found eligible what type of services 

will be provided?  

If a child is determined eligible for special education and 

related services, the law requires that the least restrictive 

environment be considered. This requirement results in a 

continuum of 

services for 

children who 

require special 

education and is 

based on the 

child’s needs 

determined 

during evaluation.  
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Department of Special Programs  
1000 Brookhaven Drive 

 Aiken, SC 29803 

   

 

 

For screening appointments, contact Special 

Programs Secretary at 803-641-2428. 
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